
Year 12 Preparation Work English Literature 

 

Section A: Course Reading (COMPULSORY) 

It is vital that you have read the core texts before the course begins. During your course, you must 

read these books several times in order to develop the depth of understanding required for your 

exam!  

Below are the core texts that you need to read before beginning the course in September:  

 1. Hamlet- William Shakespeare - Revised Edition- (The Wordsworth Classics' Shakespeare Series) – 

978-1853260094  

2. A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams - (Student Editions) - 9781408106044  

3. Never Let Me Go - Kazuo Ishiguro – (Faber & Faber Paperback Editions) -  9780571258093  

4. Frankenstein: Or, the Modern Prometheus - Mary Shelley - (Penguin Classics) – 97801414394  

 

TASK: After you have finished reading each text, write a paragraph of 100 words or more in response 

to each of the questions below.  

Hamlet 

1. Is Hamlet a noble character? Consider the trajectory of his character across the course of the 

play.  

2. How does Shakespeare present the relationship between Hamlet and his mother?  

3. Hamlet has famously been called ‘the prince of philosophical speculators’ by critic William 

Hazlitt. Why do you think this is? Answer with direct reference to the play.  

4. Why does Hamlet struggle to avenge his father’s death by murdering Claudius? Consider 2 or 

more ideas.  

A Streetcar Named Desire 

1. Blanche is a tragic hero. What do you think her fatal flaw is and why?  

2. Describe 3 differences between Blanche and Stella, with reference to the text.  

3. Why does Williams include the character of Mitch?  

4. In the end, who or what responsible for Blanche’s downfall? Consider at least 2 different 

ideas.  

Never Let Me Go 

1. The novel explores scientific advancement. With reference to the novel, what seem to be 

Ishiguro’s fears about scientific advancement? 

2. However, above all else, Ishiguro describes it as ‘a story of love’. How could you argue that it 

is ultimately a story of love?  

3. Why do you think Ruth is so eager to find her ‘possible’? Give two or more different reasons 

why.  

4. Why do you think the clones accept the donation system, rather than rebelling against it?  

 



Frankenstein  

1. In what sense does Shelley perhaps draw upon conventions of the tragic genre in 

‘Frankenstein’? 

2. The novel explores scientific advancement. With reference to the novel, what seem to be 

Shelley’s fears about scientific advancement?  

3. How is the ending of Frankenstein similar to the ending of Never Let Me Go? How is it 

different?  

4. How does Shelley present the female characters in the novel?  

 

 

 

Section B: Podcasts (OPTIONAL) 

• In Our Time- Frankenstein - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00051n6  

• In Our Time- Romantics - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546ws  

• In Our Time- The Later Romantics - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004y24r  

TASK: After you have finished listening, write a review of your thoughts about the podcast. What 

ideas are explored? What contextual information do they discuss which could enhance your 

understanding of the text?  

 

 

 

Section C: Wider Reading (OPTIONAL) 

• Emma Smith on ‘Hamlet’ – https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/hamlet-looking-backwards  

• ‘Hamlet and Revenge’ by Kiernan Ryan  - https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/hamlet-and-

revenge  

• ‘The Romantics’ by Stephanie Ford - https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-

romantics  

TASK: After you have finished reading, write a review of your thoughts about the article. What ideas 

are explored? What contextual information do they discuss which could enhance your 

understanding of the text? 
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